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June 11, 2007

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Business Leaders Urge Vote for 
Sanders-Clinton Amendment to promote  
Workforce Training for a New Energy Economy

Dear Senator:


As business associations representing hundreds of leading companies working to build a new clean energy economy, we strongly urge you to vote “yes” on an amendment to the Energy Savings Act of 2007 (SB 1321) that will be vital to our nation’s energy security and to the fight against global warming.  Offered by Senators Sanders and Clinton, the Amendment would establish an Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Workforce Training Program at the Department of Labor to ensure our country trains the workforce needed to ensure continued robust growth of a new, clean energy industry. 
The companies we represent are developing and deploying a wide range of innovative clean energy technologies, utilizing domestic biomass, wind, solar energy, geothermal power, fuel cells, energy efficient technologies and services, and much, much more.  By 2025, these technologies could provide electric power equal to half of all the electricity that our country uses today.
  By 2030, our industries could replace 30% to 40% of the petroleum our country now imports.
  By doing so, our industries could make a significant contribution to curbing global warming pollution, enhancing our nation’s energy security, and creating up to 5 million new jobs by 2025.
 

However, to achieve these goals, we must find enough qualified, trained people to design, manufacture, install, operate, and maintain a host of innovative renewable energy and energy efficient technologies. Across the country, our companies experience workforce shortages as one of the key barriers to growth.  Indeed, a recent literature review from the National Renewable Energy Lab (NREL) identified the shortage of skills and training as a leading non-technical barrier to renewable energy and energy efficiency growth.

We believe that the $100 million dollars authorized by the Sanders-Clinton Amendment is urgently needed to develop national and state skill training programs that will prepare workers for our emerging industries, analyze market trends, and demonstrate best practices.  While the renewable energy and energy efficiency industries use many skills that can be transferred from other sectors, in many other cases, our companies require specific, new skills to take maximum advantage of the newer energy technologies.  By establishing a pilot program specifically geared toward the renewable energy and efficiency industries, the Sanders-Clinton Amendment would enable us to build the workforce our industries need to achieve their maximum potential.
Our companies stand ready to help our country with new energy technologies that will make us all more secure, curb the threat of global warming, and create economic opportunity for millions of working Americans.  We urge you to vote “yes” on the Clinton-Sanders Amendment as a crucial step toward achieving these vital objectives.

Sincerely,
Bradley D. Collins

Executive Director

American Solar Energy Society

Randall Swisher

President

American Wind Energy Association

Donald Gilligan

President

National Association of Energy Service Companies
Robert Dinneen
President 

Renewable Fuels Association

Rhone Resch

President

Solar Energy Industries Association

� American Council on Renewable Energy, “The Outlook on Renewable Energy in America; Volume II: Joint Summary Report,” March 2007.


� U.S. DOE is studying the feasibility of a rapid bio-fuels scale-up, and will publish a study showing the feasibility of “30% by 2030.”


� English et al., “25% Renewable Energy for the United States by 2025: Agricultural and Economic Impacts,” University of Tennessee at Knoxville, 2006.


� R. Margolis and J. Zuboy, “Nontechnical Barriers to Solar Energy Use: Review of Recent Literature,” National Renewable Energy Laboratory, 2006.








